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Organic Farming Association elects dryland organic
farmer as new President

Dr Alexander Daniel No More
Dr Alexander Daniel who took a great deal of
initiatives to organise and promote organic
agriculture in India is no more.
Dr. Daniel, President of the Institute for Integrated Rural Development (IIRD) died on 21
December in Mumbai of leukemia.
At the time of his death, Dr Daniel was working
hard on the standards document for organic
farming for the Government of India.
Dr Daniel received the SARD Prize for
exemplary work in the field of sustainable
agriculture and rural development. The Prize
is instituted by IFOAM.
Dr Daniel held a post-doctorate degree in
agricultural economics and policy. He was a
Former General Secretary of IFOAM-ASIA (the
Asia wing of the International Federation for
Organic Agriculture Movements).

D.D. Bharamagoudra, new President of OFAI, on his organic farm

In fresh elections held on 17 November 2005, the
National Steering Committee of the Organic Farming Association of India elected D.D.
Bharamagoudra, a dryland organic farmer hailing
from Karnataka to head the organisation.
Bharamagoudra will lead a Managing Committee comprising of Claude Alvares (Secretary),
Jayant Barve (Treasurer) and nine executive members. The OFAI has decided that out of the
eleven members of the Managing Committee, a
minimum of four will always be practising organic
farmers and a minimum of three will always be
women.
D.D. Bharamagoudra brings to his new position
both a deep and extensive understanding of the
severe restraints imposed by nature on organic
farming in dryland areas. Once a chemical farmer,
Bharamagoudra switched to organic farming several years ago and has remained steadfast to this
method of farming ever since. He speaks out at
several forums and workshops and is widely respected and consulted in the region. Earlier he was
elected as convenor of the Karnataka State Steering Committee of OFAI, a post he will soon relinquish.
The new Managing Committee of OFAI will
meet oftener in place of the much larger National
Steering Committee which will now meet once a
year. The next meeting of the Managing Committee is fixed in Goa for end February 2006.
OFAI today is the only organization of grassroots
organic farmers. The Association makes special efforts to concentrate on the problems and needs of
small and marginal farmers.
OFAI also collaborates with the FAO in maintaining an authentic record of organic farmers in
India. Data supplied by OFAI is fed into the FAO
website exclusively devoted to organic farming in
India. OFAI is also a member of IFOAM.

He is survived by his wife, Ms Evelyn Daniel.
The Organic Farming Association of India
expresses its deepest regrets on his passing.

In 2005, OFAI concentrated on organizing a
large number of training schools from Uttar
Pradesh to Kerala. At these farmer training schools
invariably between 20-40 farmers who wish to
convert from chemical to organic farming are exposed to two days of very practical discussions
with a faculty comprising exclusively of organic
farmers. These workshops, as of date, have
benefitted a total number of farmers in the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.

Dr. Daniel had 30 years’ experience exploring
and applying methods and ideas of how to
bring beneficial change to the oppressed. His
approach was decidedly experimental and
was constantly evolving. Essentially, he
believed that if we want to be fully human, we
must understand and acknowledge the
human qualities we all share; help others to
fully express their dreams, aspirations, and
ideas; and work together to realize them.

In the year 2006, OFAI is expected to conduct
several additional training programmes with a faculty of teachers sourced from the organic farming
community nationwide.

For Daniel this meant a commitment to what
he called people-based sustainable
development. Valuing people before
production and profit; preserving the capability
of our resources to provide for future
generations; listening to what the people want
rather than telling them what they need; are
all elements of what he saw as an alternative
form of development which would be
continued by the people even if
development workers moved on.

OFAI conducted a major farm auditors’ training
course in Goa on 18-19 November 2006. There
was a huge demand for participation in the course
and many requests had to be turned down as the
facilities could not accommodate more than 40
organic farmers.
The NSC of OFAI has taken a well-appreciated
decision at the outset to base its entire farm audit
scheme only on the expertise of long standing organic farmers. In other words, under OFAI, no person other than an organic farmer will be permitted to audit organic farms for purposes of certification. Farm certification under OFAI is based on
a labelling scheme, which will enable Indian organic farmers to market their produce domestically.
Ashok Kumar, a recognized farm certifier and an
organic farmer himself, was commissioned by
OFAI to draw up the labelling scheme. His report
has been received and is now under circulation
with the NSC members.
The farm auditing course in Goa was conducted in English and therefore only those organic
farmers who could fill out an audit questionnaire

His death is a great loss to the
organic farming movement in
India.

in English were permitted to attend. OFAI is now
negotiating with its associates in the different
states to conduct further training programmes for
farm auditors for those farmers who wish to join
the auditing staff of OFAI but seek to conduct
their surveys and farm visits in their own mothertongue.

2

NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE (OFAI)

T ECHNICAL CONSULTANTS

Andhra Pradesh
P.V. Satheesh,
Goa
Claude Alvares
Gujarat
Kapil Shah
Vijay Shah
Arvind Desai
Dr. Induben Patel
Kerala
Rony Joseph
Madhya Pradesh
Shalini Titus
Maharashtra
Mona Patrao
Jayant Barve
Manohar Parchure
Karnataka
Julie Cariappa
Babu P.
Rajasekhar G. Sindhur
D.D. Bharamagoudra
Tamilnadu
Madhu Ramakrishnan,
Mrs. T. Rajareega,
R. Jayachandran
Uttar Pradesh
Bharatendu Prakash
West Bengal
Ardhendu Chatterjee

N. Gopalakrishnan, Tamil Nadu
Preeti Joshi, Maharashtra
Dr. Tarak Kate, Maharashtra.
Sultan A. Ismail, Tamil Nadu
Ashok Kumar, Karnataka

OFAI MANAGING COMMITTEE
D.D. Bharamagoudra, President
Claude Alvares, Secretary
Jayant Barwe, Treasurer
Executive Members
P. Babu, Bangalore
Kapil Shah, Gujarat
Revathi, Tamil Nadu
Niranjana Maru, Maharashtra
Ardhendu Chatterjee, West Bengal
Juli Cariappa, Karnataka

ADVISERS
Bernard Declercq,
organic farmer, Auroville
Narayan Reddy,
organic farmer, Bangalore
P K Thampan, horticulture expert
S R Sundararaman,
organic farmer, Satyamangalam
G Nammalvar,
organic farming leader, Tamilnadu
Bhaskar Save,
organic farmer, Gujarat

(OFAI) TECHNICAL RESOURCE CENTRES
Chetna Vikas, Wardha
Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers’
Technology Association, Satyamangalam, Ecoscience
Research Foundation,
Chennai

OFAI NEWS
Training School on Organic Farming (TOT)
A training school for trainers of organic farmers
was conducted by Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers
Trust (TNOFT) in collaboration with OFAI from 7
to 11 February, 2005 at the Organic Farming
Research Centre, Okkur, Shivagangai dist.,
Tamil Nadu. Twenty farmers with organic farming
back ground participated in the training
programme.
Organic farming schools organized by

Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers’ Technology
Association, Satyamangalam with assistance
from OFAI.

OFAI CENTRAL SECRETARIAT

The Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers’ Technology
Association led by S.R. Sunderaraman

Claude Alvares, Co-ordinator
Reshma Pednekar
Gautham Sarang
Sumeeksha

GUJARAT STATE OFAI

organised a series of small training workshops
to introduce chemical farmers to organic
methods. These were held at:

COORDINATING

OFFICE

Kapil Shah (contact person)
Jatan, Vinoba Ashram Gotri
Vadodara, Gujarat 390-021

KERALA STATE OFAI

COORDINATING

OFFICE

Rony Joseph (Contact person)
INFACT - Information for Action
Kizhathadiyoor P. O. Palai,
Kottayam District - 686574, Kerala

T AMILNADU STATE OFAI

COORDINATING OFFICE

Revathi (Contact person)
79, Elancheran Nagar
Nambiar Nagar Road
Nagapattinam - 611 001, Tamil Nadu

ANDHRA PRADESH STATE OFAI

COORDINATING OFFICE

P.V. Satheesh (Contact person)
Deccan Development Society
101, Kishan Residency,
Road No. 5, Begumpet,
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 500-016

KARNATAKA STATE OFAI

COORDINATING OFFICE

Babu P. (contact person)
ICRA, No. 22 ’Samskruthi’
Michael Palya, NTP,
Bangalore 560-075

1 Ammappettai from 11-12 Dec. ‘04
2 Sathyamangalam from 22-23 Jan. ‘05
3 Vadippattai from 26-27 Feb. ‘05
4 Vadippattai from 16-17 April ‘05
5 Namakkal from 7-8 May ’05
6 Pollachi from 25-26 May ‘05
7 Sathyamangalam from 6-7 Aug. ‘05
8 Sathyamangalam from 17-18 Sept.05
9 Vadipatty from 24-25 Sept. 05
10 Coimbatore from 12-13 Nov. 05
One of the unique aspects of these schools was
the sharing of the techniques on producing
organic nutrients and pest and disease
management developed by Sunderaraman and
his team. These techniques are easy to practise
and could be adopted by farmers who would
like to turn to organic farming.
Banda Organic Farming School
Vigyan Shiksha Kendra (VSK) and
Dr. Bharatendu Prakash represent the best of
voluntary action in Uttar Pradesh. Bharatendu
Prakash is one of the founding members of the
organic farming movement in India. He is also
an NSC member. OFAI and VSK jointly organized
a three day organic farming school in Banda
between 14-16 Feb, 2005 at Kisan Vigyan
Kendra campus, Banda, U.P.
The participants were drawn from 4 districts in
UP and two districts in MP. The participants
comprised of farmers, agriculture students,
researchers and scientists. The resource
persons included, among others, Shoor Veer
Singh, and Dr. U.P Singh, a scientist who has
released many pulse varieties with a pro-farmer
commitment. They were ably assisted by Smt.
Shobana, Bhauram, Prem Singh and
Ramakrishna .
Shahdol Organic Farming School

Want to work for the Organic Farming Association?
We here at the Central Secretariat of the Organic Farming Association of India are looking for people who can help us with our administration. We need persons (men/women)
who are interested in farming and who are
willing to give us one or two or three years of
their life in this cause. Of course, we do pay
salaries!
Ideally we would like to have persons between 25-35, preferably from organic farming families, persons who can work in an office, travel to organic farming meetings, help

in documentation of organic farmers, work
on literature for the organic farming movement and many more. But we are not very
strict about the age.
If you think you fit the bill, give us a call at
0832-2255913. You could also send us your
biodata and references by post or email at:
admin@ofai.org.
The best part of the job is that you get a
chance to live in Goa! It’s a great and exciting opportunity. A similar chance may not
come your way ever!

Vigyan Shiksha Kendra and Sahjeevan
organized an organic farming school at Shahdol.
The workshop was held from 10-14 May, 2005.
Dr. Arun Kumar Sharma, Dr. Bharatendu
Prakash, Dr. U. P. Singh and
Shri. Sarishchandra were the
resource persons for the
programme.
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Gujarat Organic Agriculture Sammelan and Yatra
The next item was field visit. Tractors were
arranged for going to the fields. There were other
vehicles also. Three farms were visited. Three of
them were sugar cane fields. The village the group
visited there were about ten organic farmers who
cultivate sugar cane. Experts like Mohan Shankar
Deshpande, Mahindra Bhatt and Sarvdaman Patel
explained the aspects of organic cultivation,
mulching and irrigation methods to the participants.
The indoor session followed by this was led by
the pioneer and thinker Gangaprasad Agarwal. He
had a long talk of the significance of organic farming
and its role in the current context of globalisation.
This followed by a question answer session in which
people participated with enthusiasm.
Jatan success: Large numbers attended the jatha to know about organic farming

There is a network of groups that have been
working for the last 20 years for spreading organic
farming in Gujarat. They made a decision in 1999
to conduct a mela every two years to spread sajiv
sandesh (‘message of organic living’). Since then,
the melas have taken place religiously every two
years. The last one was in 2003 at Lok Bharti.
The mela concept however had a small
disadvantage. It was conducted only in one place
within the state and so it was not possible for a large
number of farmers to participate in it. “Nothing is
enough for this type of a campaign,” said Kapil Shah,
who played a key role in the organisation of these
events. This year the group decided that the mela
would go to the people instead. So the mela was
turned into a series of events like a ‘yatra’. Usually a
yatra will have a procession, banners and slogans.
But this ‘yatra’ one had none of these. The group
concentrated more on meetings where they could
interact with people more effectively. To allow
maximum participation, the ‘yatra’ was organized
in three different places within the state. Local field
coordination committees handled the organisation
and the logistics including arranging food,
accommodation and venues.
The series of events started on the 2nd of May
2005. The first event was near ‘Umiya Mata’
Temple, Vandhai in Kachchh district. This was
organized for the benefit of the farmers in north
western Gujarat and was inaugurated by Vasantrao
Bombatkar, an experimenter in organic farming and
an activist from Maharashtra. There were also
farmers from Punkula village in Andhra Pradesh
who came to interact with the villagers and to tell
them of their success in banning the use of pesticides
in cotton cultivation through a unanimous
resolution in the village.
The one day programme was filled with songs,
film shows, group discussions, exhibition stalls and
theatre in the evening. Since the group discussions
were based on the local issues, the villagers were
able to participate. It was estimated that about 850
people attended here.

About 450 people participated in the meet at
Anera. Mahendra Bhatt, Dhirendra Soneji,
Rajnibhai Patel, Rajni Dave, Dr. Rajendra
Khimani, Vinay Mahajan, Bhaskarbhai Save,
Sarvadaman Patel, and Hirjibhai Bhingradia were
there to lead the sessions and discussions.
The last events in the series were at Bhattgam,
Surat on the 7 th and 8th of May and they were for
the farmers of southern Gujarat. Bhattgam was
inaugurated in an interesting way. The ceremony
consisted of taking a handful of hand-pounded rice
from a plate and putting it into a copper pot. This
was done by the speakers, some of the participants
and the others who had come as spectators. “We
wanted to jump directly into the issues rather than
to waste time on the unimportant ceremonies.”
As this was an area of sugar cane and sugar
factories, the local committee had invited people
from the sugar industry who came. Here, the
speakers were the pioneers in organic farming like
Sri. Badribhai Joshi, Sri Naveenbhai Patel, Sri.
Mahindra Bhatt, Sri Mohan Shankar Deshpande,
from Maharashtra and Sri. Sarvdaman Patel. The
long sessions of speeches and question-answers were
interspersed with the soothing flute of Sri. Bhaskar
who played Gandhiji’s favorite song (vaishnava
janatho).
As the days were very hot, the demonstration on
compost preparation by Sarvdaman Patel started
even before the sun came out of his blanket. It was
on the second day of the Yatra in Bhattgam. The
demonstration was a systematic one. He arranged
every item that could be used for making compost
and the other ingredients on the ground. The open
air ‘class room’ gradually became hot with the rays
of the very hot sun but as everyone was absorbed
by the magical words of Sri. Sarvdaman Patel, it
seemed as if they didn’t realize it.

The group discussions in the afternoon were on
the cultivation methods and problems of different
crops. The groups were divided into six according
to crops. Sarvadaman Patel led the group that
discussed vegetable cultivation. Manhar Bhai led
the group for sugar cane. Problematic soil was the
subject of the group led by Raju Jenthraniya. Banana
cultivation and orchard were discussed in two
groups under the leadership of Chottu Bhai and
Bhaskar Bhai respectively. Kapil Shah concentrated
on the tribal groups and their cultivation methods.
Everyone participated in these discussions.
Afterwards the farmers reflected on the group
discussions.
There was a video show about the impacts of
chemical farming. The film discussed the various
dangers caused by chemicals and the traditional
organic alternatives to chemicals. This was followed
by a drama. In the play, the character becomes slowly
crazy because his loans. He even becomes immune
to poisons and wails that his efforts to commit
suicide by drinking pesticides went in vain.
By evening the winding up sessions started. In
his concluding talk, Kapil Shah spoke about the
ethics in organic farming. This was followed by Badri
Bhai’s poem on ‘Sajiv Matha’. This concluded the
8 days’ yatra.
The Yatra is just one facet of the whole organic
movement in Gujarat. Though ‘Jatan’ took the
initiative for it, it organized it under the name of
‘Akhil Gujarat Sajiv Kheti Samaj’ which is a part
of OFAI. The magazine named ‘Jatan’ is made
available for the farmers who take membership in
OFAI for free. So things are moving in Gujarat.
More people are attracted to the movement. And
the people behind the scene see a bright future for
organic farming in this soil. Let us hope the
traditional seeds of healthy food and ethical
practices will grow and prosper to save the future
generations from the global giants.

The next halt was on the 4th and 5th of May at
Anera, in Sabarkantha district. This was organized
for the farmers in eastern and north eastern part of
Gujarat. Here also different exhibition stalls were
put up by the Centre for Environment Education,
Jatan and Yantra Vidyala.
Jatan had books, CDs and cassettes on organic
farming and organic life-styles in Gujarati and
Hindi. Lilichham Dharti (Green Earth) was the
name of the CD and cassette which had ‘sajiv
sandesh’ songs. They were new songs written and
composed by a few friends in the group. These songs
echoed throughout the three different villages and
surroundings on the days of the meets. The theatre
in the evening focused on the safeguarding of
tradition and traditional seeds.
Play on the safeguarding of traditional seeds

4

Malaysian group visits organic farms in south India

The Natural Farming Institute (NFI)
The Natural Farming Institute is a virtual
centre for the promotion of organic farming
in India. It proposes to look closely into
every aspect of research on organic farming, particularly knowledge of the soils and
plants. In intends to maintain an on-line library of materials for organic farmers, directories of websites, and training courses
for farmers presently using chemicals who
wish to convert to organic methods.
A major focus of the Institute is the education of children of organic farmers whose
future on the land is generally sabotaged
by the existing educational system which
has been designed exclusively for persons
from non-rural, non-agricultural backgrounds.

N. Gopalkrishnan shows Malaysian farmers around his organic farm near Trichy

A group of farmers, media persons and representatives of the Consumers Association of Penang visited a number of organic farms in Tamil Nadu
from 20-26 September 2005. The visit was hosted
by Shri. N. Gopalakrishnan, one of the pioneering
figures in the organic farming movement in Tamil
Nadu, an excellent vermiculturist and an advisor
to OFAI.
The group from Malaysia consisted of 39 people. Two of them were from the Consumers Association of Penang (CAP). There were three press
reporters but the farmers were the majority. The
three reporters represented three different language
papers published in Malay, English and Chinese.
Among the farmers, there were Tamil speaking
people who were Malaysian-Indians. All others,
except a native of Malaysia, were Chinese.
None of them were organic farmers. But they
wanted to convert to organic farming. The visit
included several lectures by organic farmers. The
group hired a bus in Chennai and visited several
organic farms. They utilized all the six days for this
purpose.
On the20of September, 2005 they started their
quest by visiting the farm of Shri. S. R.
Sundararaman, Sathyamangalam. There
they got a wonderful exposure to organic
farming by watching the demonstration
plots of this pioneering farmer.
Maintaining biodiversity in cultivation
and the appropriate preparations of biofertilizers were the main focus of the first
day.

N. Gopalakrishnan himself. On that day the subjects
were preparation of vermi-compost, cultivation
using effective microorganisms, panchagavya, and
preparation of herbal pest repellents. That evening
they went to a sugar factory in Vettavaithalai. On
22 September they visited a group farm run under
the ‘Saraswathi Kisan Vikas Kendra’. It was a
Government project. Here they saw organic methods
of rearing cattle.
Tarry High Tech Nursery, Thanjavur,
Sidhivinayagar Farms near Chennai were the other
farms they visited. ‘Sidhivinayagar Farms’ is a semi
organic farm which grows vanilla in green houses.
They also visited an NGO in Dindigul run by Paul
Bhaskar. A priest who is working as part of the same
set-up demonstrated various methods of water
harvesting.
In the final days of the visit they attended two
lectures. One was by Prof. S. Punyamoorthy and the
other by Dr. Sultan Ismail. Prof. S. Punyamoorthy
described herbal veterinary medicines and Dr.Ismail
gave them a practical talk on earthworms with the
help of slides. The visit concluded on the 26 o f
September and they returned to Malaysia the same
night.

Touched by the demand of organic farmers
that something be done about this alarming
situation, the NFI has initiated a workgroup
of organic farmers led by persons who have
themselves kept their children out of school.
The workgroup has been asked to create a
curriculum of studies that will not only generate intense love for the land and agriculture, but also enable the children to deal
successfully with the modern world and its
demands including certification at the high
school and graduate levels, when required
or desired by the student concerned. Those
following the curriculum will not have to go
to school.
The workgroup on curriculum design for rural children is constituted as under:
• Gopalkrishnan and Vijayaleksmi Sarang,
Kerala (coordinators)
• Ms Mona Patrao, Redstone Farm,
Maharashtra
• Ms Juli Cariappa, Karnataka
• Raghu Babu, Andhra Pradesh
• K.B.Jinan, Kerala
• Dhirendra Soneji, Gujarat
• Ali Manikfan, Tamilnadu
• Ms M Revati, Tamilnadu
• Ms Meenakshi, Tamilnadu
• Ms L.S. Saraswati, Chennai, Tamilnadu

The next day they visited the farm of
N. Gopalakrishnan at Panikkampatti.
There they attended two sessions
conducted respectively by Shri. Claude
Alvares, Shri. G. Nammalwar and Shri.

• Shivaji Kaganikar, Belgaum, Karnataka
• Arvind Gupta, Maharashtra
NFI hopes to be a dynamic constituent of
the Organic Farming Association of India.
Malaysian farmer (above) inspects
Panchagavya solution

The result of the farm visit was that
some of the farmers who visited the
organic farms realized the possibilities
of organic farming and have started the
basic work of converting to organic
farming. The number of farmers who
took the tour seriously was small, but our
host farmers think that eventually the
others also will come to the organic path,
seeing the light of healthy food and
healthy soil.

The website can be accessed through
www.multiworld.org/
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Maharashtra Organic Farming Federation (MOFF)
MOFF has been working with the idea of organic
farming schools. The inauguration of the first
organic farming school in the fields of Shri Tukaram
Shitole, Nhavi Sandas, Tal. Haveli, Dist. Pune, took
place on 2 nd October 2004 (Gandhi Jayanti) at the
auspicious hands of Hon Shri Balasaheb Bharde,
the great Gandhian. On the same day, another 21
schools were inaugurated in other parts of the State.
MOFF plans to have at least three to five such
organic schools in each taluka of Maharashtra.
Organic farming schools have opened new
opportunities for farmers for learning on-farm
techniques of organic farming. Every Thursday, a
minimum of between 18 to 22 farmers meet in every
organic school and fruitful discussions take place
during these meetings.
Farmers are keen that their organic farm produce
must fetch a good market price. However, this is
possible only if the produce is properly certified.
Local level standardization and certification agency
is being developed accordingly under the
supervision of MOFF. In view of this, local level
workshops where conducted in Vidarbha,
Marathawada, Eastern and Northern Maharashtra.
Farmers will be benefited in availing organic
certification at very low cost. MOFF plans to take
the help of the national level certification agency
for this purpose.
MOFF also intends to develop the market for
organic produce. As a beginning, MOFF conducted
an Organic Rice Festival with the help of the
Maharashtra Agriculture Department and the
Agriculture Produce Marketing Department along
with the Pune Municipal Corporation from 28-30
January 2005. In this festival, 32 farmers and five
women SHGs participated. The festival generated
a good turnover of Rs.25 lakhs in just three days.
Acceptance of GATT has led to changes in
government policies concerning agriculture.
Farmers have been compelled to accept these

changes. However, MOFF will never allow any
changes that are against the interest of farming
community and in particular, resource-poor farmers.
Accordingly, MOFF has taken a strong stand against
the 2004 Seed Bill and organized public meetings
on 17 February 2005. Smt. Vandana Shiva addressed
the gathering on the issue of terminator seeds and
the hazardous effects of chemical fertilizers. There
was a good response of from the public including
government officials and scientists from agriculture
universities.
Thereafter, a four member panel from MOFF
presented the farmers’ views and action plan
regarding the Seed Bill during the meeting organized
by Navdanya from 1-3 March 2005 in Delhi.
MOFF organised a national workshop on organic
farming at Nagpur from 12-13 April 2005 in
association with NCOF. The workshop was
inaugurated by Sudhirkumar Goyal, Commissioner,
Agriculture, Maharashtra State, who is an ardent
promoter of organic farming..
In addition to this, a capacity-building workshop
for Directors of Organic Farming Schools was
organized by MOFF from 25-27 May 2005 at
YASHODA, Pune. The workshop was inaugurated
by the Hon. Minister Shri Ajitdada Pawar in the
presence of Hon. Agriculture Minister Shri
Balasaheb Thorat. Technical experts from various
fields provided the necessary guidance.
FAO, India organized a workshop from 18-19
July 2005 at Ghaziabad, New Delhi on organic
farming. The President of MOFF along with other
four representative presented a concept note on
organic farming at the meeting. MOFF has been
selected by FAO to develop the organic package of
practices for four important crops viz. sugarcane,
cotton, wheat and paddy.
As part of its activities to promote organic
farming, MOFF organized a fund raising program
“JEEVAN YANNA KALALE HO” at Pune in which

famous actor Shri Nana Patekar presented his life
history. In addition to fund raising, the concept of
MOFF on organic farming was propagated to urban
society and received proper branding. MOFF
awarded three organic farming school directors with
a cash award of Rs.10,000 each for their remarkable
work. Two farming groups from Maval Taluka were
also awarded cash prizes of Rs.25,000 each by the V
B Foundation at the auspicious hands of Shri Nana
Patekar.
MOFF’s apex body meeting held on 24th July
2005 passed a resolution for membership of MOFF.
Participants opined that MOFF should take the lead
in creating a platform for marketing organic
produce. Accordingly, MOFF has started working
with USAID GMED to develop a marketing chain
for organic produce.
A special issue of the daily Rashtratej was
published and 1.5 lakh copies circulated to MOFF
members, Grampanchayats, Zilla Parishads and
various government officials to promote the
concept of organic farming in entire state. Articles
publish in Rashtratej discussed organic farming, seed
policy, agro-biotechnology etc..
The President of MOFF along with other
members visited South India from 16-22 September
2005 to promote the MOFF concept of organic
farming in other states. The tour was planned to
strengthen the organic movement by taking help of
other eminent organizations including the
Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health
Traditions (FRLHT) for medicinal intercropping
or ethno veterinary health care and the Karnatak
State Farming Association (KSFA) Bangalore.
Fruitful discussions were held with Shri Darshan
Shankar (FRLHT) and Advocate Jayram (KSFA)
who suggested forming a nationwide pressure group
led by MOFF.
– From ‘Shashwat’, MOFF journal

Organic farmers rise to tsunami challenges
The Tsunami that hit the eastern coast of Tamil
Nadu on the 26th of December 2004, among others,
deprived several farming communities along the
coast of their only livelihood. The salination of
the agricultural land rendered it uncultivable to
the normal crops that the farmers were accustomed.
The normal process of reviving the land using
conventional means is estimated to take up to five
years. However, that is too long a period for the
impoverished and tragedy-struck farmers. Hence,
an alternate approach was urgently needed.
The Tamilnadu Organic Farmers Movement led
by Nammalwar proposed to use a combination of
organic farming methods that had borne fruits in
several saline soils sites elsewhere to revive the
agricultural land, while keeping the farmers active
and self-reliant. The following techniques have
proven to be successful in other locations along
the coastal Tamilnadu over the past few years:
1. Digging trenches in fields at regular intervals
and burying course material like bamboo, prosopis
tree pieces.
2. Sowing thakai seeds (common name:
dainchaa; botanical name: sesbania rostrata, another
spe: sesbania cannabina) (Rs.20 per kg), growing
them in the saline fields, and incorporating the
matured plants into the soil after 45 days. This
increases the humus content of the soil and reduces
the salinity to a great extent.

3. Applying gypsum to the soil (the conventional
remedy) was not applicable to these tsunamiaffected villages as there are no fresh water sources
to wash away the salinity from the fields. Further,
the agricultural department’s soil testing reports
have shown that the pH of the soil in many fields
has not increased much, only its EC
(electroconductivity). So the application of gypsum
is not at all necessary for many of the fields. Our
regular practice is mulching the soil upto one foot
height and spraying amirtha solution on the mulch
(amirtha solution is a fermented mixture of cow
dung, cow urine and jaggery). This method of
adding animal and plant waste mixture has proven
to be a good remedy for reducing salinity faster.
4. Over and above all these, the most important
method of removing salinity from the soil is through
the application of biotechnology i.e. using the
microorganisms. We have several bio solutions
which improve the soil fertility dramatically,
namely, vermiwash, panchagavya, attutam, farmer’s
cytocyme solution, farmer’s EM solution,
gunapasalam, etc. These have been tested in
thousands of acres of farming lands and their
effectiveness has been proved successfully.
5. Raising rows of fodder trees on both eastern
and western sides and in between these rows
ploughing the land and farming it using only organic
methods. This alley cropping method helps to
reduce the evaporation rate and therefore the

capillary rise of the salts from underground to the
field surface is avoided.
6. Another important technique is sowing
multiple seeds, i.e., 4 types of oil seeds, 4 types of
grains, 4 types of pulses, 4 types of manure seeds, 4
types of spice seeds, in all around 20 kg of seeds per
acre. This method also has been proven to be very
successful by large number of organic farmers in
removing salinity and improving soil fertility.
7. The next stage is the cultivation of fodder
crops like CO-3 grass, kozhukattai grass, cholam,
kampu etc. This practice not only provides fodder
for cattle, but also improves the soil fertility to a
great extent by addition of carbon rich biomass to
the soil (as the non consumed parts of these plants
are returned to the soil following the ‘law of return
to nature’).
8. After a period of six months with these
techniques, we can switch over to paddy cultivation.
We have so many traditional paddy varieties that
are saline resistant and can give good yields even in
saline soils e.g., pokkali rice, uvar mundane,
kuzhiyadichan, kalar samba, etc.
During this period of saline removal, parallel
activities of training farmers to prepare compost,
vermiculture, production of vermicastings and
vermiwash etc., are carried out. Also the produce
that is cultivated will provide the farmers with a
means for survival during the rehabilitation period.
– M Revati
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Claude Alvares: Where did you first get the
idea of Panchagavya?
N: In the year 1998 I got your Organic Farming Sourcebook when I was at Bangalore. While
going through this book, there was an article by a
French scientist who mentioned that he used cow
dung and cow urine in equal proportion along
with jaggery for fermentation and to keep it for 20
days until methane gas was released. After that he
used 2% of the solution with water and sprayed on
grape vineyards. After spraying once in 15 days,
he noticed the growth of the leaves and of the
fruits was very good. He noticed that the fruit was
very good, and also the taste and the aroma.
After reading that article, I also got an idea of
using the same thing in my garden. While I was
thinking of preparing the same solution, the
Mahashivratri festival took place in my
Kudumbiri temple. Panchagavya was given as
prasad. At that time I thought panchagavya i s
made of five ingredients from the cow – cow
dung, cow’s urine, milk, curd and ghee. The
French gentleman used two ingredients but I
thought, why not use all the 5 ingredients. I made
an attempt by putting all the 5 ingredients and to
improve the fermentation of panchagavya I added
jaggery. This man said if you use fresh cow dung
you have to keep it for 20 days. So initially I

Panchagavya: Interview with Dr K Natarajan
enormously the fermentation process. Once we add
toddy, the liquid comes up by 2 ft. in the drum.
Thus the fermentation was good.
We then noticed there was a layer of ghee on
the surface which was very difficult to dissolve.
To overcome this, we experimented and mixed
pressed cow dung with ghee for 3 days. This we
introduced twice daily. From the 4th day, we experimented in another way. We took the things I
had mentioned earlier - cow’s urine, curd, milk,
ghee, tender coconut water, banana fruits, toddy
and jaggery. So instead of 5 things, it has become
9 ingredients. We added 4 more things and modified the variety of panchagavya. Now the ghee
does not float on the surface and we use less ghee
only. Previously, for producing 20 litres of
panchagavya we were using 1 kg. ghee but now
we use only 500 gms of ghee. So it saves on the
cost. When we spray, to plough also it is very easy.

sugarcane juice and banana fruit (which has to be
mashed and mixed thoroughly.) Then toddy or
fermented tender coconut water has to be added.
By the 3rd or 4th day, you should have added all
the things and then you have to wait for another
15 days, stirring twice daily. On the 18th day the
panchagavya solution will be ready. The solution
must be kept under a net, i.e. it must be covered
with a muslin or fine cloth so that the common fly
cannot sit on it and lay eggs and the liquid will
develop maggots/worms. To prevent this, you must
cover the solution. On the 18th day, you can use
it.
CA: After the 18th day, do you have to keep
stirring it or you can use it?

CA: How much time did you spend on the basic recipe before you became confident?

CA: Can this be used as a dilution in water or
as a folio spray?

N: To make the basic recipe it took 1 month.
Then we added the other ingredients one by one
so it took 6 months.

N: The water in panchgavya solution contains
all the major nutrients – nitrogen, phosphorus,
potash, all the micro- acids like folic acid, .. It
contains essential vitamins and enzymes. It contains everything.

N: As long as you keep it, at least once a day
you have to stir it so that it gets air. The more air
it gets, it will get better otherwise it will develop
maggots.

CA: Have you done a laboratory analysis? What
have you found?
N: Yes, we have done .. a laboratory analysis. It
contains all these elements. It has everything. We
have the reports.
The mode of usage is: It has to be made as a 3%
solution with water i.e. 3% of panchgavya with
97% of water can be used as a folio spray. It can
be used for root irrigation, in irrigation water. It
can be used for seed treatment and also for ...
These are all the uses.
Periodicity of use: Once in 15 days, it can be
used for all crops. In winter crops, 1.5-2% usage is
sufficient but for all other crops 3% should be
used.

used gobar-gas slurry (because it has already fermented and the methane gas is released) along
with cow dung, cow’s urine, milk, curd and ghee
and also jaggery. Within seven days the manure
was ready.
First, I used 3% solution on a drumstick tree.
We sprayed this tree every 15 days and the growth
was very good, the flowering was excellent and it
bore more fruits.
CA: Did you spray the tree or the leaves?
N: The leaves sir. More leaves and more dense
flowering developed and the drumstick pods also
improved. The pods were longer and bigger in size
and they could be kept for a longer period than
ordinary drumsticks. This tree was giving very few
pods normally but on seeing so many pods, so after seeing this, many farmers wanted to use this
panchagavya for their own use. So we gave it to
them and they used it on paddy, turmeric, onions
and vegetable crops, on mango, guava and other
fruit crops. After putting this, the result was very
good.
After some time we added tender coconut water, banana fruit and toddy for more fermentation.
Previously, the smell was very bad but after adding these things, the smell was tolerable. Then the
contents had all minerals and growth-promoting
factors were also there which increased the potency of the panchagavya. The banana fruits
helped fermentation and also toddy improves

CA: If somebody does not have the book or
the recipe in front on him, could you give, in
brief, the essential steps he must take to make, not
panchagavya now but navgavya now.
N: For making approx. 20 litres of panchagavya
we need the following ingredients:
5 kgs. of fresh cow dung,
fresh cow’s urine – 3 litres,
cow’s milk – 2 litres,
cow’s curd – 2 litres,
cow’s ghee – 500 gms,
jaggery – 500 gms,
plus 3 litres of water, otherwise 3 litres of
sugarcane juice is sufficient
1 bunch (12 nos.) – ripe banana fruit,
Tender coconut water – 3 litres
toddy – 2 litres (If toddy is not available, we
can ferment 3 litres of tender coconut water by
keeping it in a pot for 1 week. That will become
toddy. That can also be used instead of toddy.)
Method of preparation for 20 litres of
panchagavya:
Take 5 kgs of fresh cow dung and mix it thoroughly with 500 gms of cow’s ghee and keep it in
a plastic drum or a mud pot. It should not be kept
in a metal container because it will corrode and
react with the metal. Keep the ghee and the cow
dung mixed for 3 days, mixing it twice a day. On
the 4th day you can add cow’s urine, cow’s milk
(cow’s milk can be boiled, cooled and then
added) and cow’s curd, then jaggery with water or

CA: You were saying that Tamil Nadu Agricultural University has done some work on this. What
are their results?
N: They have got very good results for all
crops. What they say is that it improves the immunity of the crops. It improves the growth of the
plants, yield also increases and the shelf-life keeping of the crops goes up and the quality of the
produce is excellent.

PANCHAGAVYA: A MANUAL
K. Natarajan
Pp. 32 (2003) Rs 25
An almost miraculous brew made from five
products of the cow (dung,
urine, ghee, curd and milk).
Panchagavya is revolutionising
the practice of organic farming
in Tamilnadu. A fusion of
traditional
wisdom
and
painstaking experimentation,
Panchagavya is a gift that everyone concerned with organic
farming should know about.
This handy booklet has been
prepared by its inventor,
a medical practitioner, as a manual
so that everyone can make
Panchagavya
in her own
home or field.
Woman
preparing
panchagavya
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Jaiva Karshaka Samithi Meet in Kerala
The Kerala Jaiva Karshaka Samithi (Organic
Farmers’ Association of Kerala) is the principal
organization of organic farmers in the State. There
are both farmers and non-farmers who support organic farming within the association.
The movement the Samithi represents started
after people began to realize the negative impacts
of chemicals and the failure of modern medicine
in certain diseases. This stimulated them to think
about new ways to maintain good health. The
search went until someone found naturopathy.
Though the search is not yet complete and people
are still continuing it, a group of them decided to
get involved in naturopathy as a way of life.
This group recognised the need for organic
food, as the materials they got from the market
were literally dipped in chemicals and pesticides.
Some of them were farmers and they started the
enquiry of farming without chemicals or organic
farming. Or to be more precise, they turned back
to their old, traditional farming practices keeping
in mind modern ‘organic thinking’.
Later this message of organic farming and
naturopathy spread throughout Kerala and gradually like-minded groups were formed. Some of
them bloomed, some of them merged and a few
others just vanished. The Kerala Jaiva Karshaka
Samiti is one of the survivors and it is today one
of the leading organic farming and naturopathy
groups in Kerala. It is always a wonderful feeling
to be in their midst.

All this hard preparatory work bore fruit. People not only came to participate in the meeting,
they provided rice, coconut, banana, tapioca,
milk, curd, etc. for the common kitchen that was
organized all the three days.
Altermedia arranged a little exhibition in one
of the classrooms where it exhibited books, organic food products, wooden toys, areca plates,
etc. This attracted the farmers who came from far
away places as well as the public.
The first major item on the first day was the
talk by K.V.Dayal. He talked about the basics of
organic farming. Though the committee had done
a good job at inviting people, they hardly expected the crowd that turned up on the first day.
The local people participated in the interaction
session that followed Dayal’s lecture. The session
in fact had to be extended because of requests
from the audience. This is something rare.
After this session people gathered here and
there or talked with the farmers who had come in
from other parts of Kerala. They exchanged seeds
and thoughts and visited the exhibition stalls. The
local people came and went in between.

talk was difficult, the translator did a fine job in
rendering a translation.
Adv. Joseph Philip (the previous President of
the Madappili Panchayath) talked about the environmental works in Madappilli Block
Panchayath. He described the work he and his colleagues had done to protect and preserve the environment of the block panchayath.
Sri. A. Mohan Kumar talked on ‘organic farming and struggle against colonisation’. He described the multinational companies and their
‘black agendas’ to snatch away the rights and seeds
of poor farmers.
In between these talks, there were some other
interesting activities going on outside. Santhosh, a
veterinary surgeon from Kozhikode, did a demonstration on hand made paper while an engineer
with the Kerala State Electricity Board discussed a
small dynamo fitted with turbine which could produce energy by small streams.
The afternoon session was occupied with the
presentations of three women who are very much
active in social issues. One was Dr. Latha, the second Dr. Elizabeth Joseph and the third, Dr.
Salikkutty Joseph. Dr. Latha described the struggle
to preserve the Chalakkudi river while Dr. Elizabeth shared titbits of folklore in preserving food

The thirteenth meeting of the Samiti was held
from 13-15 of May, 2005 at the Puthenchira Government L.P. School in Trishoor District. A local
committee was formed earlier for the smooth conduct of the programme. Most of the members in
the organizing committee were from an informal
environmental group named the Chalakkudi
Puzha Samrakshana Samiti (Association for Protecting the Chalakkudi river). The group has also
been involved in various other struggles related to
environmental issues.
Maybe the most important and interesting part
about this group must be the fact that the majority of them are either daily wage workers or farmers. One of the leading personalities in the group,
Mr. Karim, is a construction worker. These people
do all the struggle and campaigns while they try
hard to survive with their nominal income.
The local committee members wanted the
meeting to be a memorable event for the participants and more importantly for the Puthanchira
villagers. They observed that usually the common
man always looks down on the get-togethers of
such alternative groups. One reason for this is ignorance of such subjects. The second reason is the
lack of communication between such groups and
local people. This committee wanted the message
of the meeting to reach the common villager.
To achieve this, they printed notices, wrote
about the meeting and printed slogans related to
organic farming on all possible walls in the village
within a two kilometre radius. They took some of
their banners even to the nearby towns. To ensure
the participation of local people, they campaigned
through each and every house in the village, gave
notice and explained about organic farming and
the significance of the get together. The people
were invited for the meeting. They were requested
to listen to the speeches by experts and clear their
doubts on various issues related to organic farming. The organisers also requested the farmers and
merchants of the area to make donations to the
meeting in the form of food articles.

Afterwards Claude Alvares spoke about the ‘impacts of globalisation on the farming sector of India’. His talk was translated by Mohan Kumar.
B. Radhakrishnan from Alappuzha was the next
speaker. He talked about his tiny farm of 10 cents.
He told the audience that he had almost all the
vegetables and tubers that he needed grown in his
small patch of land around his home. The talk
gave some insights towards making use of every
available piece of land in a properly planned way.
As evening gave way to night, the small school
hall had filled with people from other parts of
Kerala.
After a tasty dinner of ‘Kanji’ ‘Kappa’, everyone gathered under a tree in the open air and had
an informal ‘talk and share’ session. Gautham related his experiences with the Gujarat organic
farmers’ meetings and jatha near Surat. Farmers
heard this with interest. Later the farmers briefed
Claude Alvares about the organic farming movement in Kerala.
The accommodation for women was at a house
in the village. The men stayed in the school and
in a near lodge. Everyone went to sleep with tired
bodies and charged minds.
On the second day, the programme started with
Claude Alvares’ talk on ‘The Living Soil’. Alvares
talked about the activities of microorganisms,
biomass and the relation between the natural
populations of microflora and fauna. Though the

articles and seeds. She invited the participants to
share their folklore as well. Farmers came forward
to share their knowledge and this became an active session. Dr. Salikkutty Joseph talked about
pest control in vegetable cultivation.
After a break, Tony Thomas talked about the
decreasing forest and the dying rivers of Kerala.
After dinner, K.V. Shivaprasad talked about the
‘Traps in farming and suicides’. The major focus
of his talk was on the increasing expense in farming and the decreasing output from the farms. He
advised the farmers to adopt farming practices that
required less inputs.
V.K.Sridharan, P.K.Dharmaraj and party sang
folk songs in the night and gave the meeting a
colour of music. This went on late into the night.
The morning session on the third day commenced with the talk of Dr. Paul Neelankaavil.
The topic was ‘Popular Health’. It covered areas
like the bad sides of modern medicine and the
possibilities of naturopathy and other branches of
medicine. Healthy and poison free food came in
eventually in his talk and thus he connected it
with organic farming. The next speaker on the last
day of the meeting was K. Govindan from Kannur.
He talked about the One Earth One Life magazine, its history, milestones and present status.
Visalakshan Master moderated an active discussion
before the meeting concluded.
– Gautham Sarang
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Organic Matter from Other India Bookstore
REGENERATING THE SOIL
Claude Bourguignon
Pp. 200 (2005) Rs.250
In this new and revolutionary book, Claude
Bourguignon explains the natural basis of organic agriculture.
Following in the footsteps of Albert Howard who
wrote similarly more than sixty years ago,
Bourguignon begins with the forest and how it
practices the most efficient form of organic farming known ever. He then describes his experiments in following the forest model of using the
soil – and the organisms in the soil for – for producing food.
Bourguignon shows how 97% of the nutrition of
the plants comes from the atmosphere. However,
because we do not cultivate the microorganisms
of the soil, we forfeit their capacity to transform
natural nutritional sources in a form readily available to plants.
THE ECOLOGICAL VILLAGE
M G Jackson
Pp. 196 (2005) Rs.200
Jackson argues that individual organic farms
here and there may not provide any genuine
and permanent relief to the destruction of our
soils by chemicals and pesticides. According to
him, it is necessary to consider the whole village
as an organic unit (as this was done in the past),
if we wish the organic farming movement to succeed.
Jackson covers major ground in this remarkable
book: slash-and-burn agriculture, organic farming, education for organic farming. Jackson’s testament on the organic village is drawn from his
long association with first green revolution and
then with organic farming. He therefore knows
the profound inadequacies of chemical-based
farming from within.
THE EARTHWORM BOOK
Sultan Ismail
Pp. 120 (2005) Rs.150
This first rate book on earthworms tells you everything you need to know about them, from one
of India’s foremost experts on the subject.
The book first deals with the science, particularly
the biology of earthworms, then examines their
life cycles. Being a practical minded scientist,
Ismail concentrates on the culture of indigenous
earthworms, how to bring them out of the ground
and utilise them for various purposes including
composting and garbage reprocessing. He has
a separate chapter on the use of earthworms in
organic agriculture.
AN AGRICULTURAL TESTAMENT
Albert Howard
Pp. 262 (2004) Rs. 250
The first truly organic farming book ever written
in modern times. Albert Howard invented the
Indore method of composting. His organically
grown plants were so healthy, he would intentionally release insects on them to show people
how resistant they were. Howard argues brilliantly that Nature is the best possible farmer
there is, and we should do nothing more than
follow her ways.
THE ORGANIC FARMING READER
Claude Alvares and others
Pp. 298 (2002) Rs. 225
The best collection of pieces yet on organic
farming written by its pioneers. Includes writings
of Fukuoka, Wendel Berry, Sultan Ismail, R
Vijayalaksmi, Bernard deClercq and others.
Covers the philosophy and ethics of organic
farming; actual practices; economics; biodiversity
issues and ecological pest control.
SILENT SPRING
Rachel Carson
Pp. 244 (2001) Rs. 175
Rachel Carson’s landmark classic painstakingly
showed that the use of toxic chemicals was disturbing nature and its complex processes in
ways little understood by humankind. Despite
the passage of the years, the book has lost none
of its topicality.
ONE STRAW REVOLUTION
Masanobu Fukuoka
Pp. 181 (2004) Rs. 90
Eleventh OIP reprint! The classic account of the
principles and practice of natural farming by one
of the greatest exponents of the art, this book retains all its vibrancy and immediacy. The demand
for the book appears insatiable-a testimony to its
enduring relevance. Also available in Marathi
(Rs.60) and Hindi.

ORGANIC FARMING
A.K. Yadav and Sarita Mowade
Pp. 104 (2004) Rs.125
Closely linked with the Maharashtra Organic Farming Federation led by Vikram Boke, the authors provide details o different aspects of how to do organic
farming.
ORGANIC FARMING WRT. COSMIC ENERGY
Mohan Shankar Despande
Pp 236 (2003) Rs.250
A manual of the Deshpande farming technique. Crop
will thrive without chemicals and pesticides since they
tap cosmic energy. Deshpande has influenced thousands of organic farmers.
THE NATURAL WAY OF FARMING
Masanobu Fukuoka
Pp 284 (2003) Rs 300
The secrets of Fukuoka’s approach to farming. Photographs, diagrams and tables in abundance.
THE ROAD BACK TO NATURE
Masanobu Fukuoka
Pp 377 (2004) Rs 300
A collection of Fukuoka’s writings and lectures recording priceless impressions and observations of farms
outside Japan.
A HANDBOOK OF ORGANIC FARMING
Arun K. Sharma
Pp 628 (2004) Rs 850
An encyclopaedic work on the issue of organic farming, this book covers most aspects of this vast subject.
ORGANIC FARMING
A.K. Dahama
Pp 276 (2003) Rs 595
Written from the perspective of an agricultural scientist.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL SEMINAR ON
NATURAL FARMING
Somani, Totawat & Baser
Pp 578 (1992) (HB) Rs 200
For those interested in “scientific” comparisons between organic and chemical-based farming systems.
PLENTY FOR ALL
Shripad A. Dabholkar
Pp 272 (2001) Rs 400
Deals with organic farming innovations including the
Prayog Parivar methodology.
CITY FARMING
R.T. Doshi
Pp 27 (1998) Rs 50
Practical guide by an amazing city farmer who grows
practically anything on the terrace of his flat at
Mumbai, using locally available garbage.
BIODYNAMIC AGRICULTURE AND HOMEOPATHY
Lucas Dengel
Pp 28 (2002) Rs.25
Explores the links between two streams of thought
that rely on natural forces.
EARTHWORM VERMI CULTURE AND VERMI
COMPOSTING
R.K. Bhatnagar & R.K. Palta
Pp 116 (2003) Rs 75
A lucid guide to vermicomposting.
CUBA IS ORGANIC BY DEFAULT, INDIA CAN BE
ORGANIC BY DESIGN
Manohar Parchure
Pp. 53 (2002) Rs.20
EARTHWORM: CINDERELLA OF ORGANIC
FARMING
Radha D Kale
Pp 88 (1998) Rs 120
The humble earthworm can transform your garden
or farm.
COMPOST MAKING
Dominic Bara
Pp 18 (1996) Rs 15
A manual on how to prepare good compost.
ON COMPOSTING
By Venkat
Pp 31 (2004) Rs.15
A small booklet on how to recycle organic wastes.
LIVING WITH THE FLUID GENOME
Mae-Wan Ho
Pp 197 Rs. 250
The whole biotech enterprise – from GM crops to
gene drugs and human cloning – is a phenomenal
waste of public finance and scientific imagination. A
rivetting story of the fluid genome from a scientist who
has consistently been warning that genetic engineering is both dangerous and futile.
SEEDS OF PLENTY, SEEDS OF HOPE
K. Vijayalakshmi et al
Pp 136 (2004) Rs.200
This book records the efforts of several grass root
NGOs in Asia for on-farm conservation of indigenous
genetic resources.

THE CASE FOR A GM-FREE SUSTAINABLE WORLD
Third World Network
Pp 115 (2003) Rs. 150
The Independent Science Panel based in London has
compiled this complete dossier of evidence on the
known problems and hazards of GM crops as well as
the manifold benefits of sustainable agriculture.
GREEN HEALTH CARE FOR LIVE STOCK
Dr. V. Ganapathi
Pp 40 (2000) Rs.25
How to make medicines from plants for dealing with
the ailments of livestock.
KARTOLI: SPINE GOURD
V.K. Mohan, S.D. Narnavar
Pp 96 (2003) Rs.100
Kartoli is a natural herb that provides food rich in fibre, protein and vitamins and is available during the
season when there is scarcity of vegetables in the
market. The book attempts to discover the hidden
wealth of this natural product and its sustainable utilisation. The Marathi version costs Rs.90
NEEM: A USER’S GUIDE
Subhashini Sridhar, K. Vijayalakshmi
Pp 50 (2002) Rs.50
Aimed at rejuvenating local, low cost use of neem in
agriculture and health care. Meant to serve as a user’s manual for farmers and sustainable agriculture
alternatives.
VRKSHYAYURVEDA: AYURVEDA FOR PLANTS
S. Sridhar, S. Arumugasamy, K. Vijayalakshmi, A.V.
Balasubramanian
Pp 47 (2001) Rs 30
A user’s manual on the subject of Vrkshayurveda, an
ancient Indian science dealing with all aspects of
plant life. Lists important farming practices and contains many recipes for treatment of diseases.
ALTERNATIVES TO PESTICIDES IN TROPICAL
COUNTRIES
A T Dudani
Pp 360 (1999) Rs 150
Written by one of the pioneers in the field.
BIO-PESTICIDE AND INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT
G K Ghosh
Pp 286 (2000) Rs 600
Suggests many alternative bio-pesticides which can
increase food production without environmental
damage.
• GARLIC AND ONION
• PERSIAN LILAC
K Vijayalakshmi et al
Pp 40 each (1999) Rs 30 each
Booklets on how extracts from these plants are prepared for controlling pests.
GENETIC ENGINEERING: DREAM OR NIGHTMARE?
Dr Mae-Wan Ho
Pp 317 (1998) Rs 150
A first rate scientific investigation of the brave new
world of bio-engineering.
BRAVE NEW SEEDS
Robert Ali, Brac De La Perriere & Franck Seuret
Pp 147 (2000) Rs 300
As farmers around the world are being pressured by
half-a-dozen giant corporations to grow genetically
engineered crops, this book places the issue in perspective, illustrates the downside of GM crops, and
highlights the urgent need to bring this profit-motivated deployment of scientific power under democratic control.
THE PENGUIN BOOK OF GARDENING IN INDIA
Meera Uberoi
Pp 246 (2002) Rs 295
Provides advice on everything from planning a garden to reaping its rewards, from selecting the right
soil and using the right fertiliser to watering techniques and how to guard against pests. An essential
reference for every gardener.
GARDENING IN THE CITY: A BEGINNER’S GUIDE
Nimret Handa
Pp 184 (1999) Rs 250
INDOOR GARDENING
Vishnu Swarup
Pp 94 (1996) Rs 75
Basic primer on indoor plants.

MUSHROOM SPAWN PRODUCTION MANUAL
FOR SMALL SIZE PRIMARY UNIT
Action Research Institute
Pp 8 (1995) Rs 10
Covers the basics of setting up a small unit for
the production of mushroom spawn.
MUSHROOM GROWING
S.C. Dey
Pp 92 (2000) Rs 75
Mushrooms are growing in importance as a
means of feeding our hungry planet. This comprehensive guide to mushroom growing deals
with every aspect of the subject.
MUSHROOMS FOR LIVELIHOOD
Vijaya Khander
Pp 64 (1993) Rs 40
Information on growing, preserving and cooking
mushrooms.
BEE-KEEPING: PLEASURE AND PROFIT
M. Naim
Pp 58 (1997) Rs 50
Basic information on beekeeping.
ORGANIC METHODS OF PEST & DISEASE
MANAGEMENT
K. Vijayalakshmi et al
Pp 20 (2003) (LF) Rs.100
The book is designed in a manner such that the
pages when separated can also be used individually as posters. There are a total of 9 posters which identify important pests of vegetables
and their control measures, important diseases
and their control and general non-chemical
methods of pest control for a variety of crops.
ORGANIC PADDY CULTIVATION
K. Vijayalakshmi et al
Pp 102 (2004) Rs.120
This book provides detailed information on seed
selection, seed treatment, pests and diseases
affecting paddy and how to control them with organic measures. Important indigenous varieties
with their special characteristics are also described in this book.
INDIGENOUS RICE VARIETIES
S. Arumugasamy, et al
Vol 1 Pp 74 each (2001) Rs.60
Vol 2 Pp 100 (2002) Rs.60
Vol 1 has detailed information on 34 indigenous
rice varieties and Vol 2 on 47 varieties.
SOIL CONSERVATION IN ORGANIC FARMING
M. Jayashankar, et al
Pp 30 (2002) Rs.20
All about green manure and bio-fertilizers.
THE SECRET LIFE OF PLANTS
By Peter Tompkins & Christopher Bird
Pp 402 (2004) Rs.295
A fascinating account of the physical, emotional
and spiritual relations between plants and man.
First published in 1973 this book continues to
provide a wealth of information about the myriad
ways in which plants speak to us, if only we
would listen. Fascinating information about the
ability of plants to respond to human emotions,
to music, their ability to create and to communicate, their curative powers and their value as
ecological sentinels. A must read book.
SECRETS OF THE SOIL
By Peter Tompkins & Christopher Bird
Pp 444 (2004) Rs.395
This companion book tells the story of the innovative, non-traditional, often surprising things
that certain scientists, mystics, farmers are doing
to prevent the slow degradation of the soil, to revitalize depleted soils and to reverse thereby the
degradation of agriculture that must surely come
if we allow our soils to die as has already happened in many places where excessive chemicals and fertilizers have ruined this most basic
natural element of the planet.
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