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Cooked up anti-organic farming report
gets nation-wide drubbing
Obviously under challenge from increasing
acceptance of organic farming, even at the
government level, the Empire of Synthetic
Fertilisers and Chemical Pesticides has decided
to strike back. The most recent instance of this
has appeared in the form of a report (“Organic
Farming, Its Necessity, How far it can go?”)
written by Dr G.S. Kalkat on behalf of the
Farmers’ Commission of Punjab. The report
has stirred up a hornets’ nest, not just in Punjab but nation-wide.
Umendra Dutt of Kheti Virasat Mission is
aghast that someone could cook up such a
report. The rest of the organic agriculture
fraternity is up in arms against what appears
as a blatant hype of conventional farming in
the guise of an “assessment” of the scope for
organic agriculture in India, specially in a state
like Punjab.
Manohar Parchure, a lawyer who is now an
organic farmer from Maharashtra, studied
the report in detail and wrote bluntly to Dr
Kalkat: “At the outset, I must mention that
your understanding of organic farming is very
poor. Like other agriculture scientists, you too
have the NPK mentality and therefore are not
able to understand the Living Soil and the
Power of Microbes to provide all the nutrients
that the plants need. Therefore you presume
that the nutrients required must be supplied
from outside sources such as cow dung or
FYM or compost.”

That is the crux of the matter.
The Kalkat report includes plagiarized content
as well. Parchure writes: “In the brief review,
I am afraid that you have not applied your
mind but copied from the article written by
Dr. P. K. Chhonker in 2003.”
In an effort to inform and educate Dr Kalkat,
Parchure writes further, “One of the famous
Indian soil scientists has described soil as an
acronym for ‘Source Of Infinite Life’. You are
aware that if a particular rhizobium is present in the soil, a dicot like pulses or soybean
needs no nitrogenous fertilizer as the microbes
are capable of fixing necessary nitrogen from
the air. You all ignore the availability of 78%
nitrogen in the air and go after urea which is
expensive. Organic farmers get all the nitrogen that their crops need from the air, free of
charge.”
“You admit that the increase in production
was achieved at the cost of productive capacity of the soil, resistance of pests to pesticides
and sharp decline in the groundwater level.
This admission is enough to consider organic
farming as a viable alternative to the current
system.”
Parchure also has some positive suggestions to
make: “In addition to the list of adoptions of
organic farming, I suggest that the following
must be added: 1) Mixed Cropping – Some of
our rainfed farmers plant as many as 20 crops
continued on page 8
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Public Rage Against
Bt Brinjal Intensifies
The introduction of Bt Brinjal is an assault
on the sovereignty and ecological integrity
of India.
Now that Bt Brinjal is around the
corner, most people who took GMOs
casually are clearly worried. If brinjal is
taken in for tinkering, this means that
the powerful economic interests behind
genetic engineering (especially Monsanto) will be getting into the daily lives
of even ordinary people all over the
country.
From that scenario there will be no
return.
Brinjal is a common crop, grown all
over, and there is actually no problem
with it at all. The vegetable is used in
a variety of Indian meals and pickles.
There is no question of improving the
productivity of brinjal because the vegetable is never in short supply.
Unlike cotton, where the continuity of
the fibre is important to spin the yarn
and make thread for various applications including textiles, there is no
great harm in a small puncture in the
brinjal fruit. The American Boll-worm
can cause havoc by boring into the cotton ‘bolls’ that yield cotton fibre but is
of no consequence if it makes a small
bore hole near the calyx or stalk end
of the “egg plant “ or brinjal fruit.
In fact, agricultural scientists and extension workers select brinjal fruits with
the tell-tale bore holes of the bollworm on the safe assumption that the
crop has not been sprayed with hazardous chemicals that are routinely used
as insecticides under conventional farming practices.
If Monsanto technology can get in
where it is least required, this only
indicates the extent of influence these
antisocial corporations exert over officials of the government of India.
It’s time everyone acts. No Bt Brinjal
under any circumstances!

Karnataka farmers and activists block the airport road in Bangalore as part of the nation-wide
campaign against the proposed introduction of Bt Brinjal.
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OFAI Biennial Convention turns into a major organic seeds mela
The second biennial Convention of the Organic Farming Association of India [OFAI]
was held at Vasavi Mahal in Tiruchchirapalli
[Trichy] Tamil Nadu, on 18 and 19 October,
2008. Mr.Vijay Jardhari of the Beej Bachao
Andolan, Tehri-UP, inuagurated the Convention.
Prominent organic farmers and organizations
present included Bernard DeClerq of Auroville-Pondicherry, P.V. Satheesh of the Deccan
Development Society-Hyderabad, P. Babu
of ICRA, Kapil Shah of Jatan Trust-Gujarat,
Niranjana Maru of Chetna Vikas-Wardha, Dr.
Bharatendu Prakash of Kisan Vikas KendraU.P., N. Gopalkrishnan of RADIO TrustTN, Ms. M. Revathi of TOFT-TN, Sangita
Sharma of Annadana-Bengalooru, besides
D.D. Bharamagoudra, Dr. Claude Alvares and
Jayant Barve, president, secretary and treasurer
of OFAI respectively.
The main focus of the two-day convention was
“Organic seeds for organic agriculture.” Farmers came for the Convention from Gujarat,
Punjab, UP, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu in
large numbers. The 800 seats capacity Vasavi
Mahal hall was full and overflowing into the
corridors and outside.
A large number of stalls were set up by various
organizations like INFACT, DDS, Keystone
Foundation, INAG, Annadana, GREEN
Foundation, RADIO Trust, and other organizations. The ‘Other India Bookshop’, with
a range of publications on organic farming,
provided the needed books to continue the
learning process after the convention.
Arrangements for accommodation were made
at TASSOS and TMSSS, two service institutions located close to the Vasavi Mahal. Efforts
were made for the translation of the presentations into Tamil, Telugu, Hindi and other
languages for the benefit of the farmers using
LCD projection.
The inaugural function was ably conducted by
Ms. M. Revathi and Kapil Shah. The lighting of the traditional ceremonial lamp was
followed by a thunderous performance of the
“Tappottam,” a traditional percussion-anddance presentation by four pairs of girls.
The welcome address was delivered by Mr.
D.D. Bharamagoudra, President of OFAI.
Thereafter, G.Nammalwar was felicitated by
Bernard DeClerq on being honoured with a
Doctorate from Madurai-based Gandhigram
University.
Speaking after felicitating Dr. Nammalwar,
his guru Bernard DeClerq said, “People often
ask me what is the future of organic farming
in India. I tell them, ‘Organic farming is the
future of India!’” He also said Dr. Nammalwar was one of those rare persons who gave
up a good government job to take up farming in order to be close to nature. His work
has made people sit up and take notice. The
honorary doctorate is proof enough

Vijay Jardhari, Dr G Nammalwar, DD Bharamagoudra, DDS women farmers and others light the lamp to
inaugurate the OFAI Biennial Convention on Organic Seeds

Dr. Nammalwar thereafter released the multilingual booklets of the “Participatory Guarantee Scheme” promoted by OFAI for “organic”
labeling of farm produce and processed items.
Claude Alvares, Secretary of the Association
then presented a report of the Organic Farming Association of India for the two year period from Nov. 2006 (the first Convention at
Wardha) to Oct. 2008. He told the audience:
“For the last two years, OFAI activities have
largely focused on laying a firm and stable
membership base. OFAI has also completed
a series of actions which include membership development though workshops, training
schools, study tours, newsletters [in English
and Hindi], website and a wide number of
other activities, often conceived and led by the
State Secretariats.
“OFAI activities have been categorized into
three specific areas spread out over a period
of two years since the Wardha convention: a)
Institutional building, including office and administration; b) Association-related activities
including meetings; c) Outreach programmes
for the extension of organic farming among
special interest groups, especially small and
marginal farmers and tribal communities.
“The activities of OFAI are coordinated by the
Central Secretariat based in Goa with organizations (NGOs) in different states serving as
the ad hoc State Secretariats to carry forward
the decisions taken by the National Steering
Committee [NSC]. The NSC is the constituted general assembly of the association. The
Managing Committee meets periodically to
review the progress and to plan or approve
activities within the framework of OFAI policies.
Alvares next reported on organic certification.
“Existing certification schemes are proving to
be of little use to farmers as they are rather
tedious and extremely expensive. The farm-

ers are looking for low cost schemes and the
rapidly growing network of Participatory
Guarantee System (PGS) Local Groups can
be strengthened and expanded to reverse the
tide of corporate retail chains and to provide a
market niche for the organic farmers.
“OFAI has played a key role is giving the Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) of organic
certification a national reach in India. The association is deemed a Regional Council under
the PGS Organic India Council (PGSOIC)
for the purpose of recognizing Local Groups
of small farmers and tribal communities who
wish to participate in the PGS of ‘Organic’ labeling of agricultural produce. Since 1 March,
2008, applications from all over India for
registration of Local Groups under PGS are
processed by the Central Secretariat of OFAI
for all the Regional Councils on behalf of
PGSOIC. This is no mean achievement for an
organization that was formed in 2003 and has
been formally registered only in 2006.
“OFAI is now an established name in the field
of organic farming in India and is recognized
by various organizations, including the Government of India, FAO, IFOAM, state level
organic farming associations and NGOs. Its
use of organic farmers for its training faculty
has been instrumental in achieving recognition
for the work of individual organic farmers and
using their experience for the benefit of others
in the process. OFAI is today the largest association of practising grassroots organic farmers
in India.”
Alvares also touched upon the inauguration
of the International Institute for Sustainable
Agriculture (IISA) which has already found a
campus for itself at Ovale, Pune.
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Special Session on “Politics of
the Seed and GMOs”
A special session was held after the inaugural,
in association with South Against Genetic
Engineering (SAGE). In his opening remarks,
P.V. Satheesh, of Deccan Development Society-Hyderabad [DDS] said, “The two principles governing seed laws all over the world
are: How to Regulate Markets and How to
Ensure Property Rights. Both these principles
are handmaidens of each other and neither is
to favour or protect farmers’ interests. Market
regulations do not protect farmers. They are
special designed to protect the traders and
corporations and are based on property rights.
Seed laws ban farmers’ seeds from the market
and thereby create an agricultural apartheid.
In this architecture, the seed industry becomes
the White Man and farmers worldwide are the
Blacks. Only the “seed industry” can have a
place in the market since they produce “quality” seeds and farmers who have “no capacity
to produce quality seeds” are to be abolished
from this market.” This was how P.V. Satheesh
summed up the seed situation in India today.
His opening remarks were followed by presentations from a panel of speakers that included
Mr. S. Kiran [SAGE], Mr. Debjeet Sarangi
(Orissa); Ms. M.Revathi (TN) and Mr. Kapil
Shah (Gujarat).

Seed Exchange
In the afternoon of the first day, the Convention saw a “Seed Bazaar” in which farmers
brought and exchanged self-produced crop
seed or kept them for exhibition and sale.
The seeds bazaar was inaugurated by Ms.
Sheela Rani Chungat, Secretary for Industrial Development in Tamil Nadu who is also
an avid organic farmer herself. She evinced
keen interest in the seeds of various crops on
display and specially in vegetable crops with
stunning heirloom collections of Annadana [in
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu] and Eco Friend
PGS Group of Kerala as well as millet crops
exhibited by DDS.

Farmers’ Oath at Trichy
We, the organic farmers of India and
other persons committed to the promotion of organic agriculture, do hereby
solemnly swear on this occasion of our
meeting at Tiruchirapalli on 19 October,
2008, that we shall from this day onward
try our utmost to carry out all our agricultural operations with organic inputs
and use organically grown, local seeds for
raising our crops.
We solemnly affirm that we will use
every possible opportunity to ensure the
further development of these local crop
varieties as they are part of the natural
heritage of this nation.
We pledge to free our great nation from
the curse of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides that have driven fellow farmers to poverty and even suicides and to
prevent the entry of Genetically Modified
crops that may destroy the diversity of
our crops.
We commit ourselves to use organically
grown food to feed our own families and
the people in our village, state and country to build a strong nation. Jai Hind.

Technical Session on Seeds
Day Two was devoted exclusively to a comprehensive introduction to the art and science of

conserving seed diversity. Sangita Sharma and
Stephan of Annadana stole the show with a
powerpoint lecture that demonstrated simple
truths in seed preservation and multiplication.
Farmers were able to purchase open-pollinated
seeds from the Annadana stall erected outside
the hall. The farmers were completely enthralled with the presentation.
Other farmers, activists and scientists who
made practical presentations on seed conservation and multiplication included: Sammamma
and Laxmamma of DDS; Deepika Kundaji
(Auroville); Sanjay Patil from BAIF; Sunita
Rao from Sirsi; Green Foundation from Bangalore and others.

Visiting Organic Farms
Tours to two farms [EnGKay Farm and KVK]
were organized the following day. The tour
began in the morning on the 20th at 8.00 am
and ended at about 4.30 pm, so that the farmers could catch their trains back to their home
towns.
Mr. N. Gopalkrishnan of the RADIO Trust in
Trichy played a key role in making and coordinating the events relating to the Convention
and later to the farm visits. The EnGKay farm
of Mr. Gopalkrishnan is now a designated
training centre for OFAI members.
The next Biennial Convention will take place
in 2010.

OFAI is at the present working on an organic
seed catalogue in association with the Green
Foundation.

Farmers’ Rally
In the evening, a rally of organic farmers from
different states of India, in their traditional
clothes and with banners of their organizations, wound its way from the Tiruchirapalli
Junction railway station to the venue. The
farmers also carried posters to make the people
aware of organic farming and the dangers of
Genetically Modified [GM] crops, now being
tested in India after denial of such permissions
to test abroad. It was a wonderful participatory exercise. Even the light pre-monsoon
shower did not dampen the spirit of the farmers in their march forward. Rain, after all, is
an integral part of a farmer’s life.
After the public rally, farmers once again
converged on Vasavi Mahal for a cultural
programme which include a threatre by the
children of Sarang, and a fresh dance recital by
the dancers of the morning inaugural.

The Association conducted a rally from the Trichy railway station to the conference venue to protest GMOs and to
promote public awareness of indigenous seed. Vijay Jardhari led the morcha.

A picture of the organic seed bazaar, with stalls having seeds on display for information and exchange

4

Organic Farming News: India
ORGANIC ASIA 2008

Organic Bazaar for farm produce in Kerala

The “Organic Asia 2008: the Way Forward”
Regional Conference was held at Kuching in
Malaysia from 27 to 31 October, 2008 to facilitate further expansion of organic agriculture
in Asia.

Minister for Agriculture in Kerala, Mr. Mullakkara Ratnakaran inaugurated the fifth
anniversary celebrations of the Organic Bazaar,
a monthly market organised by a group of
NGOs. Started in 2003 as an experimental
venture, the Organic Bazaar offers farmers
the chance to sell their produce directly to
consumers without middlemen. The products
available at the market include vegetables
and fruits, cereals, pulses, spices, eggs, honey,
processed food, herbal items, soap, bees wax
candles, traditional textiles and paper products.

The conference was organised by the Sarawak
Development Institute (SDI) in collaboration with the Ministry of Modernisation of
Agriculture (MOMA), Sarawak, International
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM), United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and
International Task Force on Harmonization
and Equivalence in Organic Agriculture (ITF).
Mr.Ong Kung Wai was the Conference programme coordinator.
The conference sought more collaboration
on organic standard setting with a view to
facilitate technical equivalence of national
organic standards and conformity assessment
requirements at the regional level. It was also
concerned with helping network agencies to
facilitate access to regional organic markets
while at the same time continuing to access
export markets beyond the region.

He said organic farming was emerging as a
means to revive the flagging agriculture sector
in the State. “The increasing acceptance of
organic methods of cultivation among farmers
in the State signals the beginning of a ‘Return
to Nature’ trend.”

Mr. Ratnakaran said organic farming also had
the potential to restore lost values which once
ensured a harmonious relationship between
man and Nature. “The blind craze for profit
has destroyed our organic link with the environment. All over the world, communities
ravaged by the use of chemicals are now realising the imperative to return to Nature.”
According to Mr. C Jayakumar, the prices of
goods sold through the Organic Bazaar are
dictated by a combination of factors like the
wholesale and retail market prices and the
input costs of farmers. “As many as 72 farmers in the Kovalam, Vizhinjam and Balaramapuram areas regularly supply us with their
produce. By bypassing middlemen, the farmers make a greater profit while customers are
assured of quality and unmanipulated prices.
Today, we sell about 2,000 kg of vegetables
every month,” he said.

On behalf of OFAI, Miguel Braganza of the
Central Secretariat made a power-point presentation on PGS organic certification unfolding in India.
The countries represented [in alphabetical
order] at the ORGANIC ASIA 2008 were:
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia,
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore,
South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Timore
Leste, Thailand and Vietnam. There were
delegates from non-Asian countries that are
in the same trade network, like Australia and
Samoa as also delegates from Egypt and Italy.
The IFOAM President and Organic Guarantee
Systems Manager came from USA while the
UNCTAD representatives came from Switzerland and the Managing Director of Ecotropic
Consulting came from Germany.
Speakers from India, apart from OFAI,
included Manoj Kumar Menon, Executive
Director, ICCOA, Dr. P.V.S.M. Gouri, Advisor [Organic Products], APEDA, Dr. Sukhpal
Singh, Associate Professor, IIM, AhmedabadGujarat, Mr. Vikram Bokey, Chairman,
MOFF, Pune-Maharashtra and Dr. Narendra
Nath Mehrotra, Executive Director, M.P.
Council for S&T, Bhopal-M.P.
Mr. Vikram Bokey spoke to the conference on
the role of organic farming in India for reducing farmer suicides caused by exorbitant input
costs in conventional agriculture.
The next IFOAM Organic World Congress
(OWC) will take place in South Korea in
2011, the first time in Asia. It is hoped this
conference will encourage collaboration towards achievement of a regional equivalence
recognition of organic norms by the OWC
2011 event.

Weekly “organic bazaars” have become a popular favourite in various parts of the country. Above, an open organic bazaar organised by IIRD in Aurangabad city.

Organic Farming Workshop in Goa
The Organic Farming Association of Goa,
Central Secretariat, Mapusa Goa organized
two half day [10.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M.] programmes to familiarize people in Goa with
new techniques and the process of organic
labeling of farm produce for local market, at
SFX School, Siolim, on Saturday, 23 August,
2008 and Grace Church Hall, Near Municipal
Garden, Margao, on Sunday 24 Aug., 2008
The programme consisted of presentations
on 1. Philosophy of Organic farming and
JeevAmrut by Mr. Jayant Vaman Barve from
Sangli, 2. Fish based microbials by Mr. N.
Gopalkrishnan from Trichy, 3. Vermiculture
by Mr. Mohan Tendulkar from MalkarneSanguem, 4. EM by Fr. Inacio Almeida sfx
from Bhirondem-Sattari and 5. OFAI and

PGSOIC by Dr. Claude Alvares, MapusaGoa. The total duration of each programme
was around 3 hours and each had adequate
practical demonstrations.
Organic farmers, vegetable growers and field
extension workers were the target of these two
workshops to popularize organic farming and
waste management in Goa.
Organic farming in Goa now has a firm
foothold and recently consumers were happy
to find a new Green Shop opened in Mapusa
town that caters to the requests of people who
want organically grown foods. The shop is run
by a non-profit company called Green Goa
Works.
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Organic Farming News: India
Progress in PGS based organic farm certification for small and
marginal farmers

OFAI Foundation Meeting for
Rajasthan

A meeting was held on the 29th November
between 2-4 pm at Delhi during the ICCOA
programme to discuss the application of PGS
across India for certifying organic produce for
the domestic market.

The Foundation meeting of OFAI Rajasthan
was successfully organized on 10 January 2009
at Kisan Bhawan in Jodhpur city. The meeting was chaired by Dr Bharatendu Prakash,
OFAI’s North India coordinator.

GUARANTEE OF QUALITY

Twenty farmer participants from five districts
of Rajasthan namely Jodhpur, Pali, Ngaur,
Barmer and Baran attended the meeting. Out
of the 20, 14 registered themselves as members
of OFAI.

The round table meeting with discussions
centered on recognition of the PGS labelling
system by Government and the procedures by
which this could be achieved.
Mr. Sanjay Gupta, Jt. Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture, Dr. R.K. Pathak, National Horticulture Mission, Dr. A.K. Yadav, Director, National Centre of Organic Farming; Dr. Claude
Alvares, Dr. P.V. Satheesh, Mathew John,
Bharat Bhist and Joy Daniel for PGSOIC, Dr.
Bharatendu Prakash, Mr. Vikram Bokey and
Miguel Braganza of OFAI and others participated in the discussion.
The PGSOIC meeting being held in Kotagiri
on March 9-10, 2009 will finalise some of the
decisions and work agreed to at the meeting.

Status Report on PGS implementation
India-wide as of 01 January, 2009
The Institute for Integrated Rural Development [IIRD]-Aurangabad; Organic Farming
Association of India [OFAI]-Goa; Timbaktu
Collective [TC]-Anantpur District-A.P.; Deccan Development Society [DDS]-Medak District, Andhra Pradesh, Keystone FoundationNilgiri District, Tamil Nadu, Chetana Vikas
[AARC]-Wardha, Maharashtra are the active
members of the PGS Organic India Council,
which also participated in the India Organic
Trade Fair 2008 in Delhi and held discussions
with the representatives of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Govt. of India.
Covenant Centre for Development
[CCD]-Madurai, Tamil Nadu, INHEREAlmora,Uttaranchal and Thanal Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, are also among the nine
Regional Councils of PGSOIC.
A workshop to facilitate the setting up PGS
Local Groups was organised in Bhubhaneshwar by SAMBANDH in association with
PGSOIC, including OFAI.
Registration of PGS “Local Groups” and allotment of the 8-digit Alpha-numerical codes
by the Regional Councils of the PGS Organic
India Council has begun to gain momentum.
The registration of Local Groups and formally
permitting the use of PGSOIC “PGS Certified
Organic Produce” label on the packaging has
been taken up by DDS for 41 groups, Timbaktu Collective [TC] for 17 groups, IIRD 78
groups, KF 13 groups and OFAI] for 35 groups
[INFACT-Kerala 1, KVK-Utttar Pradesh 1 and
MOFF-Maharashtra 33].
Permission to use the PGS organic label is
granted only after the procedures are completed.

Participants came from different specializations:

The PGS logo along with the PGS
Local Group code is now used on
the packaging material as a guarantee
that the package contains an organic product as per the terms of the
“Farmer’s Pledge” and the 15 point
Basic Organic Standards stipulated in
the OLS-PGS booklet.

PGSOIC Regional Councils:
# 1. Deccan Development Society [DDS]
www.ddsindia.com
Total number of groups: 41
Total Members: 205
# 2. Timbaktu Collective [TC]
www.timbaktu.org
Total number of groups: 17
Total Members: 431
# 3. Keystone Foundation [KF]
www.keystone-foundation.org
Total number of groups: 13
Total Members: 113
#4. Institute of Integrated Rural Development
[IIRD] www.iird.org.in
Total number of groups: 78
Total Members: 1449
#5. Chetana Vikas [AARC]
www.chetanavikas.org
Total number of groups: 16 [Not certified]
Total Members: 99
#6. Organic Farming Association of India
[OFAI] www.ofai.org
A] Kerala: INFACT
Total number of groups: 01
Total Members: 10
B] Uttar Pradesh: VSK-UP
Total number of groups: 01
Total Members: 10
D] Maharashtra: MOFF
Total number of groups: 33
Total Members: 195
Totally 2502 farmers are covered under PGSOIC Local Groups across five states at present.

a) Three of them were farming with the use
of vermicompost with units established with
the support of KVIC and NHM. However,
the farmers faced a problem of selling of their
vermi-compost.
b) One innovative farmer (Mr Madan Devda)
was having a certified organic farm and a good
solar dryer unit of 100 kg/day drying capacity. He produces certified organic spices like
cumin, fennel, etc., and powder of Aloe vera.
This farmer needed OFAI support for selling
his produce.
c) One NGO (Ambuja Cement Foundation)
working in five states had developed a cluster
of 100 organic farmers in Pali district. Their
facilities and services could be utilised for giving training to other farmers.
d) One NGO (GSF, Naguar) is working as
service provider for certification of a group of
1500 farmers under the NCOF scheme.
e) One farmer (Mr Cahin Singh) expressed
his keen enthusiasm for training farmers in
biopesticides and biogas plants.
f ) One NGO (Jagrati Sansthan, Secretary, Mr
Jora Ram) agreed to host the Rajasthan Unit
of OFAI.
Dr Bhartendu Prakash addressed the group on
the details and rules of the PGS system.
Some of the common problems regarding organic farming were discussed. These included
sale of organic produce and lack of knowledge
about organic practices for spices and vegetables. Making available a national marketing
facility to such farmers is the major request to
OFAI.
A video film with all technical knowledge and
field view of Rajasthan organic farming efforts
is to be made in future with the support of
OFAI.

Organic farming books
Panchagavya: A Manual
By Dr K Natarajan
Pp. 65 Rs.30
Biodynamic Farming and Gardening
By Peter Proctor
Pp. 118 Rs. 250

6

Interview: Prof. Radhamohan, on the origins of organic farming in Orissa

P

rof. Radhamohan is an unusual man. As the interview below confirms, he
commenced the first major organic farm (Sambhav) in the State of Orissa
and was instrumental in getting bureaucratic support from the Orissa Government for the promotion of organic farming in the State. He recently retired as
the State of Orissa’s Chief Information Commissioner. He continues to promote
organic farming with great gusto and clarity. Claude Alvares interviewed him in
Bhubaneshwar recently. Excerpts.
Claude Alvares: You have been one of the pioneers of organic farming in Orissa. How did you
get into organic farming? When did you begin?
Prof. Radhamohan: I first read about organic
farming in a German journal, Adult Education in Development. That was a story about
a farm in India, the detailed address was not
available. Then about the same farm, another
article appeared in Ideas and Action magazine
then published by FAO. The Hindu, Madras
edition also later carried a full page write up,
with photographs and detailed address. It was
about a farm near Pondicherry. Manindra Pal
was the manager of the farm. So I wrote a letter to him. He wrote back saying on so and
so date I shall be in Bhubaneshwar and we
could meet. I requested the then vice chairman of the planning board (who was earlier
an agricultural minister) and both of us went
to Manindra Pal and discussed. Then he said,
you read from the magazine and newspaper
and we discussed, but seeing is important.
Why don’t you come and see our farm?
So both of us went to his farm near Pondicherry Pilarkuppum which was called Gloria
Farm. We saw things for ourselves. Then
AME was organizing a training programme on
ecological agriculture. My daughter went for
that. Then we spoke to agricultural department here. The gentleman who was Secretary
Agriculture at that time was with agricultural
background. He was a BSc.Ag graduate. He
jumped at the idea of organic farming and
when I gave him literature, he said, professor,
I have become a convert. You need not tell me
more. He invited Manindra Pal, who went
around the district, spoke with agricultural
department officials and we sent some people
to the Pondicherry farm as well.
Then we decided it is not possible to send
large numbers of people to Pondicherry. We
should have a farm here in Orissa which can
be visited, where many people can see and
think of organic farming themselves. So we
scouted around for land and we chose the
most degraded land with no top soil. Its
rainfall was half that of Orissa. We invited
experts from agriculture, horticulture, soil
conservation. They all said it was a lost case
and money, energy should not be wasted here.
Agricultural Secretary Mr. K.V. Verma however said: “The challenge is worth accepting. If
organic farming succeeds here, it will succeed
everywhere, so let us accept this challenge.”
So we accepted. That was 1988. So we started
buying land there and started planting trees
from the year 1990. That was the year also in

Prof. Radhamohan addresses the national conference on organic farming organised by Agragamee, Kashipur. He recently retired as Orissa’s Chief Information Commissioner
which we introduced and we started organic
farming. We found with little care and love
for nature, nature responds wonderfully well.
Number of people visited here. We decided
we will not use any chemical. It should be absolutely chemical free and incorporate as many
legumes as possible. Adopt all possible soil and
conservation measures and use various organic
manures.
CA: How did you come to call your farm,
‘Sambhav”?
Prof. R: When we discussed these ideas with
the local people, they laughed at the ideas,
they pooh poohed them. Many of them did
not say out of courtesy, but one gentleman
stood up and said, whatever you say sounds
nice but it is impossible. Ye asambhav hai (this
is not possible). Therefore, we decided to
name the farm ‘Sambhav’. (Possible) The same
gentlemen Mr. Purushottam Naik now visits
the farm regularly and praises us.
Since then a number of people, including government officials, are visiting and organizing
training programmes. Government officials by
and large discouraged us. Anybody with some
training in agriculture said it was a lost case. It
is totally barren, with erosion gulleys and no
soil. How do you think organic farming without external inputs and without any fertilisers
or pesticides will be productive? But we were
determined and today you find that the plants
are healthy, they look so happy and the yield
is so good. People from far off places also visit
the farm. A girl from Australia stayed for a
year, a young man from Germany stayed for
15 days. Now many people from, within the
state, outside the state and abroad, visit the
place and organize training programmes.

CA: What about the Orissa state government’s
perception of organic farming? Is it willing to
support?
Prof. R: We have been persuading the government and they have accepted organic farming
and incorporated it as a part of the agricultural policy of the state. The present agricultural director has an agricultural background.
He has a PhD in agriculture and his good
friend Ramanjeyelu is heading CSA (Centre
for Sustainable Agriculture) in Secunderbad.
Dr. Pali, although he has his own limitations in promoting organic farming – there is
government pressure and the fertiliser lobby–
he has come to the conclusion that we can’t
go far further in chemical agriculture. It has
reached a plateau elsewhere and although our
consumption of chemicals is less, before we
reach a plateau and travel the same path – we
should switch over to organic farming.
The government officials have been slowly
accepting organic farming. NGOs support
it because the donors want to support it. It
is our experience in the farm that when men
and women come, women accept organic
farming better than men. When tribal and
caste people come, tribal people accept it better. In the same way, illiterate people accept
organic farming better than the literate people
and farmers accept it better than agricultural
experts. This has been our experience. When
teachers and students come, students accept
better than teachers, which means people who
are educated who have some education especially in agriculture, they have to first unlearn
and then learn but for farmers they have nothing to unlearn. They quickly learn. This has
been our experience at Sambhav.
continued on page 8
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The Organic Farming Association of
India

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 4-8, 2009
Organic farming school (in Hindi)

(A society registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860)

Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, Chhatarpur (MP).
Contact phones: 9425814405; 9452508251

Registered address:
G-8, St Britto’s Apartments, Feira Alta, Mapusa 403 507 Goa, India
Tel.: 91-832-2255913. Tel./fax: 91-832-2263305
Email: myofai@ofai.org Web: www.ofai.org

February 12-13, 2009
OFAI-DDS Andhra Pradesh state level organic
seeds exchange. Venue: Pastapur.
All persons involved in promotion of organic
farming and organically grown, indigenous
seeds welcome. Please contact for more details:
Deccan Development Society, 101, Kishan
Residency, Road no. 5, Begumpet, Hyderabad,
Andhra Pradesh Tel.: 040 27764577, 27764744
Email: hyd1_ddshyd@sancharnet.in

Membership form of the Association
I,

, aged ..............,

male/female, desire to become a member of the Organic Farming Association of India. My
membership fee is enclosed herewith.
My complete and correct address (with phone and email data, if available) is provided below:

March 9-10, 2009
PGSOIC Meeting at Kotagiri, Nilgiris
On further refinement of PGS organic labelling system and review of progress till date.
March 29-30, 2009
Training in Organic Spice Production & Processing
OFAI’s first all-India training school on how
to grow spices organically. Venue: College of
Forestry, Ponnampet-571216 Kodagu, Karnataka.
For registration/details, contact:

I would qualify to be a member of the Association under one of the following categories
(please underline the chosen category):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Organic Farmer
Company/Society/Trust involved in organic food production
Green Shop (applicable only to shops marketing organic produce)
Green Trader (also includes suppliers of organic farming inputs)
Organic Farming Promoter
Organic Consumer

Miguel Braganza/Reshma Pednekar
OFAI-Central Secretariat,
myofai@gmail.com. Phone: 0832-2255913 or
Sujata Goel Ph: 08272-265636
or

Name and signature of applicant
Details for applicants:

Dr. C.G Kushalappa
Professor, Dept. of Forest Biology &Tree
Improvement College of Forestry, Ponnampet-571216 Kodagu, Karnataka, India
Ph: off - +91 (0) 8274 249180
Mob - +91 9845098685

Membership fees as per bye-laws of the association:

April 9-10, 2009

Membership can also be paid direct at the following OFAI secretariats:

Organic farming meeting at Indore in association
with All India Biodynamic and Organic Farming Association.

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh Tel.: Ph: 040 27764577, 27764744, Email: ddshyderabad@gmail.com
 Maharashtra: Maharashtra Organic Farming Federation, 1038/11,Balaji Niwas,Flat No:5, Cosmos
Bank Lane, Deep Banglow chowk, Model Colony, Pune-411 016, Maharashtra. Ph: 020) 25659090 /
32907302, Mob: 9881497092 / 9822060606, Email:moffpune@gmail.com  Gujarat: Jatan, Vinoba
Ashram Gotri, Vadodara-390 021, Gujarat. Ph: 0265 2371429, 2371880,2372593 all telefax, Mob:
09427054132, Email: jatantrust@gmail.com  Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Trust,
64-A Kalaimagal Illam, Perasamy Servai Street, Sundarapuram (PO), Coimbatore – 641024, Tamil
Nadu. Mobile: 094433-43336, Swami: 99940-33551, Email: revathima@gmail.com  Karnataka:
ICRA, # 22, `Samskruthi’, Michael Palya, New Thippasandra P.O, Bangalore-560-075, Karnataka.
Ph: 080-25283370 / 080-25213104, Email: icra@vsnl.com  Kerala: INFACT (Information for
Action), Kizhathadiyoor PO, Pala, Kottayam District-686 574, Kerala. Ph: 04822 211997 / 211689,
Mob: 09447285525, Email: ktm_infact@sancharnet.in  Orissa: Living Farms, Plot No.1181 / 2146,
Ratnakarbag-2, Tankapani Road, Bhubaneswar-751 018, Orrissa. Ph: 0674 2430176, 5524011,
Mob: 09938582616, Email: ofaiorissa@gmail.com  Punjab: Kheti Virasat Mission, Executive
Director, Street –5,Dharamveer Sadan, Hardayal Nagar, JAITU, Dist-Faridkot-151 202, Punjab.
Ph: 01635-503415, 230415; Mob: 9872682161. Email: khetivirasat@yahoo.com  North India
& Uttar Pradesh: Kissan Vigyan Kendra, Tindwari (Banda), Uttar Pradesh-210-128, Ph: 05192
233936, 292010, Mob: 0945016883909450168839, Email: vskbanda@yahoo.com, ofainorth@
gmail.com, s.shashya@yahoo.com  Goa & rest of India: OFAI Central Secretariat, G-8 St.Britto’s
Apartments, Feira Alta, Mapusa, Bardez Goa-403 507, Ph: +91 832 2255913 / Fax: 0832 2263305,
Mob: 9822982676, Email: myofai@gmail.com

EVENTS HELD
(August to November 2008)
23-24 August: Organic Farming Workshops in
North and South Goa.
30 Aug: OFAI-INAG meeting on Organic
Farming & Social Action
15 Sept: MC meeting with Convention Organizing Committee at Trichy [TN]
18 Sept: PGSOIC meeting at Bidkin, Aurangabad [Maharashtra]
27 & 28 Sept: National Convention on
Organic Farming & Sustainable Agriculture,
Bhubaneshwar [Orissa]
18 & 19 Oct: 2nd Biennial Convention of
OFAI, Trichy [Tamil Nadu]
27 to 30 Oct: Organic Asia 2008 Regional
Conference at Sarawak [Malaysia]

Individuals: Rs.100 per year. Non-profit organizations: Rs.1,000 per year. Companies and
partnerships: Rs.5,000 per year. This amount can be sent by dd or MO or deposited directly
into UTI/AXIS bank branch anywhere in the country in account No:180010100029917 Mapusa
(Goa) branch.
 Andhra Pradesh: Deccan Development Society, 101, Kishan Residency, Road no. 5, Begumpet,

(Please note: Since OFAI state secretariats are managed by NGOs, membership may be required to be paid in the name of
the NGO concerned and not OFAI. Receipt may also be given by the concerned organization. However, the applicant will get
a membership certificate from OFAI, after the fee is transmitted to the central secretariat by the state secretariat concerned.)
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continued from page 1
or more in small quantities to conserve biodiversity, help predators and to provide additional income in cash or kind for themselves.
2) Trap Crops – The cheapest method of crop
protection is the use of trap crops which is
well known but totally neglected by the protagonists of monocultures and 3) Mulching –
Using crop residue as mulch prevents moisture
loss and gets converted to in situ composts at
very low cost in terms of money and labour.
Even weeds are used for this purpose.”
According to Parchure,there is only one significant proposal in the entire report. He writes:
“You deserve to be commended for your
observation that Rs.250 crores are burnt away
by Punjab farmers.” But he then gives Dr
Kalkat another punch: “This criminal waste
must be stopped but what about the criminal
waste in using chemical fertilizers, weedicides
and pesticides. Are you proud that with land
area of less than 2%, Punjab consumes 15% of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides? If you are,
only God can save the Punjab farmers.”
Dr Kalkat’s report is riddled with other errors
and half-truths. Reports of this kind are not
supposed to be a work of fiction (like Dan
Brown’s “Da Vinci Code”).
Sample this statement from the report: “Increase in food grains production is essential
for food security. In India the land-man ratio
is very low (14 crore hectare cultivated land
for 110 crore population). As much as 60% of
the cultivated area is rainfall dependent where
use of chemicals is very limited and productivity is very low. The main demand of food
and fibre is met from the remaining irrigated
area through intensive cultivation. To exploit
the yield potential, it is essential to provide
requisite nutrients and also spray the plants
to minimize the losses from insect-pests and
diseases; however, their indiscriminate use is
not desirable.”
Such statements make no sense as the 60%
cropped area which is rain-fed produces millets that account for 44% of the grain crop
yield, besides a lot of the pulses and oilseeds,
without investments on dams, canals, bore
wells, power supply, fertilisers or pesticides.
If 40 percent of the cropped land is irrigated
and produces two or more crops, this means
the gross cropped area is double that figure, so
the yield per year should be the equivalent of
a notional 80%. Thus the yield should be 25%
more than the single cropped 60% area, even
if the rainfed area had supplementary irrigation facility. That would account for 44 + 11
= 55% of the yield. The actual yield of food
grain from irrigated land is just one percent
more [100 - 44 = 56%], with all the additional infrastructure, pesticides fertilizers and
a whopping subsidy of Rs.1,20,000 crores on
fertilizers alone in 2008-09. Most of the inputs
for fertilizer production including crude oil,
phosphoric acid and muriate of potash are
imported. Half that amount would have been
sufficient to buy the shortfall in production in
the worst case scenario.

continued from page 6
CA: What about the issue of charging a premium
for organic produce? Do you charge a premium?

ORGANIC SPICE GROWING AND
PROCESSING

Prof. R: Regarding price premium, fetching a
premium price of organic products, it fetches
a premium price but we don’t insist on that.
It is the people who are prepared to offer a
higher price. Even the poor people now you
can find many times buying organic products.
They are ready to pay 20%-30% or 50% more
than the market. For example, mango sells
at Rs. 8-10 per kg but they happily buy at
Rs.12 per kg for organic, similarly coconut or
lemon produced. They know that in the farm,
no fertilisers and pesticides have been used
and they are prepared to offer a higher price.
But cost of production wise, organic is less
than conventional agriculture. So there is no
reason why organic products should be sold
at a higher price or should be unaffordable for
the poor people or general people, since cost
of production is less, you do not purchase any
inputs from outside. It is healthier so people
are too happy to buy. There is a distinct preference for organic products in the state. Even
in Bhubaneshwar market, a farmer comes with
small brinjals, indigenous varieties. Normally
consumers gravitate to that point and the
product is sold quickly. This happens in the
small village level market or wholesale market
as well. There is a yearning on the part of
the common people. They know the benefit
of organic produce and slowly or steadily the
number of farmers preferring organic methods
of production is growing. Much still needs to
be done.

March 29-30, 2009
Venue: Ponnampet, Coorg (Kodagu) District, Karnataka. See p.7 for more details.
must exhaust all the ore inside the mother
earth!
CA: We are facing the same problem in Goa.
Prof. R: I saw there also, every ounce to be
exported, that I also saw with my own eyes
when I visited Goa. People are not taken into
confidence and these industries like Posco
promise to invest Rs.51,000 crores. Out of
Rs.51,000 crores, what is the total money for
buying machineries or developing infrastructure and how much will go to the people?
That part is not disclosed or said.

If 75% of the people in the state depend on
agriculture, then what will happen to the standard of life of the people? That is determined
by one half of agriculture. Today if only 26%
of the total GDP of the state is contributed
to agriculture and 70% of the people live on
that, then there is a mismatch between the
number of people and the state of affairs of
agriculture. There is hardly any public investment in recent days in agriculture. People are
encouraged to borrow money from the banks.
You borrow money and install a pumpset,
borrow money, dig a well, borrow money, get
electricity to your farm, to buy inputs. There
are many hazards in agriculture like weather,
floods, drought or pests. If for one reason or
CA: What do you feel about the recent turmoil
in Orissa about the large scale development with the other, the farmers lose and he has been
encouraged all along, coaxed or cajoled to
Posco, Vedanta, Niyamgiri. How much do you
think this is the consonant with good agricultural borrow money and something happens to
agriculture adversely then the farmer has still
policies and this is the new emphasis that they
to repay the debt. When he finds it difficult
are giving to large scale areas being given for
to get out of it, finally he chooses the extreme
mining. Can that be in the interest of agriculstep of taking his own life.
ture?
Prof. R: Mining is an extractive industry. No
country in the world has prospered by selling ores. There is no such reason why there
should be a sudden rush to use all the bauxite,
all the iron ore as if the world is going to an
end in other 20-30 years and therefore we
Just published!

Genetic Roulette
by Jeffrey M Smith
The Organic Farming
Association is delighted to announce
the publication of a
major new work on
the health impacts
of genetically engineered food. Copies
can be ordered
from Other India
Bookstore, Next to
New Mapusa Clinic,
Mapusa 403507 Goa (Phone: 0832-2263306)
or online from www.otherindiabookstore.
com. Pp.320 Rs.475

It is an irony that the persons who produce
food, the person who produces clothes – farmers and weavers – two essential things for us,
grows food and the material for cloth, they
are forced to commit suicide and persons who
produce software and hardware, they should
be fed so lavishly. We can go without TV
sets, we can go without computers, that is not
essential for living. We are facing this irony.
They start with Rs.50,000 to Rs.1 lakh salary
per month for software people, but farmers
and weavers are forced to commit suicide.
About The Living Field
The Living Field, OFAI’s newsletter, is also published in Hindi for North India’s Hindi-speaking
belt. Editor of the Hindi edition is well-known
environmental activist and scientific researcher,
Dr Bharatendu Prakash.
Those who wish to receive a copy of the Hindi
edition in place of the English edition are requested to get in touch with either Dr Prakash
or OFAI, Goa.
Central Secretariat,
OFAI, G-8 St Britto’s Apartments, Feira Alta,
Mapusa 403507 Goa, India Ph. 2255913
Editor: Claude Alvares

